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4 InterTribal Sinkyone Wilderness Council

@. P.O. Box 1523 Ukiah, CA 95482 Phone (707) 468-9500

InterTribal Cultural Conservation for Sinkyone Indian Lands

STATEMENT OF INTERTRIBAL SINKYONE WILDERNESS COUNCIL
California Marine Life Protection Act Initiative
Blue Ribbon Task Force for the MLPA North Coast Study Region

Thursday, January 14, 2010
Elk Valley Rancheria Community Center

We appreciate the opportunity to address the Blue Ribbon Task Force concerning proposals to
establish marine protected areas in the North Coast Region. The InterTribal Sinkyone Wilderness
Council is comprised of 10 federally-recognized Indian Tribes in Mendocino and Lake Counties,
including: Cahto Tribe of Laytonville Rancheria; Coyote Valley Band of Pomo Indians; Hopland
Band of Pomo Indians; Pinoleville Pomo Nation; Potter Valley Tribe; Redwood Valley Band of |
Pomo Indians; Robinson Rancheria; Round Valley Indian Tribes; Scotts Valley Band of Pomo
Indians; and Sherwood Valley Band of Pomo Indians.

It is apparent to us that the MLPA Initiative was not designed with Tribal government interests in
mind. We share the goal of protecting marine resources along the coast. In fact, history shows that
the stewardship of Indian people has profoundly influenced and contributed to the health and
biological diversity of marine resources along the California coast, and that Indian people are an
inseparable part of the ecosystem. We are concerned that the interests of California Indian Tribes in
the North Coast region may be cast aside in the drive to set up Marine Protected Areas. We ask that
you listen to the concerns of the North Coast Tribes involved in this issue, take the time to learn
about their history, cultures and ways of life, and work with us to develop proposals that protect both
the marine resources and the right of California Indian Tribes to continue to live according to their

traditional cultural ways as we have done since time immemorial.

InterTribal Sinkyone Wilderness Council is a Nonprofit Consortium of California Indian Tribes
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We request the inclusion of three principles to guide your deliberations. First, the traditional
ecological knowledge of California Indian Tribes about marine ecosystems should be accorded equal
respect and deference as so-called western science. This knowledge has been developed over
millennia and has fostered harmony between Indian people and our ocean and marine environments.

Second, the legal status of Indian Tribes as sovereign governments entitles them to special
consideration concerning any proposals that might adversely affect their ocean and marine
environments. The sovereignty of Indian Tribes predates that of the United States of America.
Indian Tribes are not mere stakeholders in this process. We are sovereign Tribal governments with
inherent powers of self-governance. Tribal governments elect and appoint their own Tribal
representatives. Our discussions must therefore occur on a government-to-government basis.

Third, Indian use of marine resources and coastal areas has unique cultural connotations that must
be considered. If Indian people are denied the use of traditional ceremonial and gathering areas
along the coast, then they will lose an important part of their identity. Denial of such use would be
much more than a loss of traditional foods and medicines, and our very way of life. Indian people
have more at stake in the MLPA process than any other group, due to the fact that their inalienable
aboriginal rights and traditional cultural uses would be taken away. It is appalling to us that we were
not consulted when the Act was being developed or when the Initiative was being put together. We
request that you and the other decision-makers participate meaningfully with us during the
remainder of the MLPA’s North Coast planning process so that we can achieve the twin goals of
protecting the marine ecosystem and protecting traditional California Indian cultural uses.

In conclusion, the InterTribal Sinkyone Wilderness Council and its member Tribes strongly urge

the Blue Ribbon Task Force to consider and address our concerns and input regarding the MLPA.

Approved by the InterTribal Sinkyone Council’s board of directors on January 13, 2010.
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Kenyon Hensel 871 elk valley Rd
Crescent City Ca. 95531
To the Blue Ribbon Task Force,

These are some of the unique local qualities you must take into consideration
before further restricting access to our local renewable ocean resource.

Our area has the highest unemployment rate in the state. Our county is one of the
poorest in California. The state or federal government owns over 75% of our county
land, depriving us property taxes needed to maintain services. Our local jobs and
revenue streams must be protected to offset this loss. Historically isolated from state
population centers, our community knows the value of self-sufficiency. If you do not
honor that value, you diminish both our community and our state.

The coastal waters of this management area already have the strictest rules of
anywhere in the state. Because of these rules, our sport season is now measured in
weeks, and our commercial landing limits are at less then ten percent of historic levels.
Our harbor sport slip rental has gone from 1000 boats 15 years ago to less then 40 now.
Our local commercial near shore fleet has been reduced from over 70 boats to less then
18. These reductions are due to fishing regulations applied since the MLPA was passed,
restrictions that have greatly increased the overall stocks of fish, while locking them out
reach. The crab fleet has grown, but that harvest is a boom and bust cycle, barely
keeping the small near shore boats going. This has strained our fishing community and
it’s infrastructure to the point of collapse. We can’t take the burden of more closures.

Local weather severely limits our time on the water, and how far small boats that
fish the near shore can safely travel. We regularly experience less then 120 fishable
days a year. More then half of those days, weather limits safe travel and time on the
water. Closing fishing areas we can reach, where we have been traditionally fishing,
will compound these conditions. Making us jump over a MPA to reach fishable waters
creates an unacceptable risk to life and property.

There is no imminent environmental threat that justifies creating hardships for
our coastal communities. All sea going mammals and their haul out areas, sea birds and
their rookeries, coral and invertebrates are fully protected by existing federal and state
laws. - '

The MLPA can be interpreted many ways. The initiative you are acting under is a
narrow-minded approach, little but window dressing, to true effective fishery
management. You are not using the accepted MPA science or process to create marine
reserves. Without the science and the time we have asked for, you are only making little
no fishing areas. They will drain enforcement, and create a false sense of higher
protection. The process you are pushing will only lower the protection of our resources.

Since you continue to deny our local requests, and act without a majority of local
people on your Task Force, it is plain you do not have our best interests in mind. Please
leave this area and move on to some other part of California. Leave us and we will
continue the creation of our own reserves and the side-by-side management of our
resources that will exceed the intent of the MLPA. Give us three years and support our
local effort if you are truly interested in seeing meaningful management of our
renewable ocean resources.



Cher-Ac Heights Indian Community of the Trinidad Rancheria

Statement to Blue Ribbon Task Force and Marine Life Protection Act Initiative Staff

Ryan Sundberg, Tribal Leader
January 14, 2010

Blue Ribbon Task Force Meeting
Elk Valley Rancheria

My name is Ryan Sundberg, I am a Trbal Councilman from the Trinidad Rancheria and it is my
pleasure to offer comments on behalf of my Ttibe to the Blue Ribbon Task Force.

Trinidad Rancheria is a Federally Recognized Sovereign Tribal Nation and strongly suppotts the
position of the North Coast Tribal Coalition. On behalf of Chairman Garth Sundbetrg and my
Tribal Council, we ask the Blue Ribbon Task Fotce to ensute that Ttibal Native Traditional and
Ceremonial Gathering and Subsistence be protected and not regulated in the North Coast Study
Region and throughout California.

Any effort to interfere, quantify or define the use of essential marine resources would be a violation
of our inherent rights as a Tribal Sovereign Nation. We are natives of this land and we believe in
preserving and caring for our natural resources. We also believe in the people who live on this land
and bring their wisdom.

“For thousands of years Trinidad Bay has been a provider of essential marine resources for the
original inhabitants of the North Coast. The bay’s rocky coastline and natural protection from
Trinidad Head also made it an ideal commercial fishery for Euro-Americans soon after they settled
the Notth Coast in the 19th century. Today, the Trinidad Rancheria has worked diligently to ensure
the Trinidad Harbor provides a balance of uses for commercial, recreational and cultural users.
Through planning studies and harbor improvements, the Tribe’s long term goals include honoring
the bay by highlighting its pristine beginnings under Native American stewardship through
education and interpretation while still supporting the commercial fisheries that provide economic
stability and fresh local food to for the North Coast.” (Trinidad Rancheria Regional Profile)

[ S |
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We suppott the Trinidad Commercial and Recreational Fisherman, Recreational usets, as well as the
Humboldt State University Matine Lab and its efforts to educate, protect, and study out ocean
waters and provide insight as to how we should care for the environment. We request that the
traditional fishing area in and around Trinidad Harbor be held as a safe fishing area with no
additional closures or regulatory impacts.

Trinidad Rancheria further requests that the Regional Profile we submitted to the MLPA Imitative
Staff on November 18, 2009, be included as an appendix in the North Coast Regional Profile in its
entirety. Additionally we request on behalf of all North Coast Tribes and the North Coast Ttribal
Coalition an extension allowing Ttibes to submit their comments and include any Tribal Profiles
they might wish to submit.

Our Vice-Chairperson Shirley Laos and Chief Executive Officer Jacque Hostler are unable to be
here today as they are travelling to attend a Coastal Commission Meeting in Orange County in order
to secute a Coastal Permit for the reconstruction of Ttinidad Pier. Ttinidad Rancheria is committed
to the continued stewardship of the Matine Resources, the North Coast Community, and to all
Notth Coast Tribes. The Rancheria is in the process of secuting permits and funding to rebuild the
Trinidad Pier (built in 1946) for the entire community.

The mission of the Cher-Ae Heights Indian Community of the Trinidad Ranchetia is to
preserve and promote our cultural and traditional beliefs; improve quality of life and self
sufficiency; uphold tribal sovereignty; create positive partnerships; and protect the
environment in order to provide a healthy community, honor our elders, and guide our
youth,

Thank You for your Attention and Consideration

Ryan Sundberg Statement / Blue Ribbot Task Force /7 January 14, 2010



Marine Life Protection Act Initiative
c/o California Resources Agency
1416 Ninth Street Suite 1311
Sacramento, Ca. 95814

TO MLPA STAFF,

Any science must include the fact that fish eat fish,including their own kind. Fish
population go up and down with the the availability of krill and other small fish that
constantly move with ocean currrents. If fishing is the cause of any damage to the fish
populations, the existing MLPA areas it should have shown improvements in fish
populations . More effort is needed to protect our coast from pollution that comes out of
our rivers and bays that have been increasing every year. It would be far more important
than destroying an important industry without justification. Hopefully the MLPA's will
select the type that will allow fishing. A government by the people and for the people
with liberty and justice for all is what our democracy is supposed to be.

If our fishing industry is restricted out of business, we no longer have a democracy, but
instead we have a government that has no feeling for the lives and rights of the people.

Why is this happening when the fishing industry has always had restrictions? In the case
of salmon in California, it has eliminated over 3 thousand out of 4 thousand boats, and 40
thousand related jobs, covering up the destruction of rearing habitat in our rivers from
diversions and consentrated pesticide poisons.As a veteran I feel betrayed.

In 2000 I received an award from the California Assembly Joint committee on Fisheries
and Aquaculture for my 30 years on the California Citizens Committee for Salmon and
Steelhead Trout. I also spent 40 years on Salmon Unlimited to protect and improve the
salmon fishery.

Sincerly, % -
Wtead Witete

P.O. Box 971
Fort Bragg. Ca. 95437

c; Gov. Schwarzenegger

RECEIVED BY
Office of the Secretary

JAN 28 2010
RESTURCES AGENCY OF CALIFORMIA
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Delta Pollution Results in Stunted and Deformed Baby
Striped Bass

By: Dan Bacher
December 26, 2008
More Editorials By Dan Bacher

Pollution in the California Delta is contaminating the eggs of wild striped bass,
resulting in stunting and deformation in baby striped bass, according to an
alarming scientific report released by UC Davis Professor David Ostratch.

“Striped bass in the San Francisco Estuary are contaminated before birth with a
toxic mix of pesticides, industrial chemicals and flame retardants that their
mothers acquire from estuary waters and food sources and pass on to their
eggs," according to a statement from the UC Davis researchers.

This report was released as Central Valley chinook saimon and Delta fish
populations continue to crash, due to massive increases in water exports from
the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta and an alarming decline in water
quality in the estuary in recent years. State and federal scientists have
documented a precipitous decline of juvenile striped bass and three other

pelagic (open water) species - Delta smelt, longfin smelt and threadfin shad -
since 2005.

"This is one of the first studies examining the effects of real-world contaminant
mixtures on growth and development in wildlife," said study lead author David
Ostrach, a research scientist at the UC Davis Genter for Watershed Sciences. He
said the findings have implications far beyond fish, because the estuary is the
water source for two-thirds of the peopie and most of the farms in California,

including drainage impaired land in the Westiands Water District of the San
Joaquin Valley.

Using new analytical techniques, the researchers found that offspring of San.
Francisco Bay-Delta estuary fish had "underdeveloped brains, inadequate
energy supplies and dysfunctional livers." They grew slower and were smaller
than offspring of hatchery fish raised in clean, unpoliuted water.

"If the fish living in this water are not healthy and are passing on contaminants to
their young, what is happening to the people who use the water, are exposed to
-the same chemicals or eat the fish?" Ostrach emphasized. "We should be asking
hard questions about the nature and source of these contaminants, as well as

acting to stop the ongoing poliution and mitigate these current problems.”

12/29/2008 6:41 PM
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Anne Mosness was captain of salmon fishing boats in Alaska end Washington for
PRIONS 7y than 25 yoers. Her fondest memories are fishing with her father, daughter and
Subsoribe  son. Anne is West Coast coordintor of the Marine and Fish Conservation
Links Program, Institute for Agricufture and Trade Policy.

Contact Our region’s fishing families share many simiarities with small farmers, often facing
foul weather when work has to be done and taking pride in passing skills, traditions
and values through generations. Both are hurt by cheap imports, sinking prices and

, govemnment policies that favor corporate producers and absentee owners.

_:s.a_'d"._J Just as agribusinesses are transforming the terrestrial landscape from famiy farms to

mega-feadiots and horizon reaching fields of genetically engineered crops, our local
Advanced Search waters and oceans are targeted for exploitation. Wid fish and communities that
T depend on sustainable fisheries are at risk.

Significant sacrifices have been made to rebuild wild saimon poputlations and
environmental groupe recognize that harvesters of wild fish are often the strongest
voices for conservation and habitat restoration. As the Audubon Guide to Seafood
states, “Salmon are most at risk not from commercial fishers—who are the chief
economic force behind their protection—but from logging, agricuiture and dams.”

On June 8, the chairs of the PEW Oceans Commission and U.S. Commission on
Ocean Policy released a joint statement stating that "restoring depleted fish stocks
wouid yield significant economic benefits” and would “increase catch levels by 64
percent, adding $1.3 biffion to the U.S. economy.”

Local boats are engaged in another season hatvesting saimon, blackcod, halibut and
other abundant wild fish for consumers to enjoy. Instead of focusing on how to
restore wild fish populations, federal legisiation has been introduced that poses huge

risks to wild fish and the economic stability of businesses and famiies throughout the
Pacific region.

in our state, fish farm proponents have conducted feasibility studies and drafted
legisiation that opens the Strait of Juan de Fuca to marine feediot operations.

Proposed Federal Legislation
e~
. The waters from three to 200 mies offshore are calied the “Exciusive Economic
Zone® (EEZ) and the Department of Commerce/National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) wants to open these ocean commons for business.

5.4

The “National Aquaculture Act of 2005,” introduced on June 7 would make NOAA
the lead agency for promoting and managing industrial fish farms in the EEZ. The
legisiation provides streamiined “one stop” permitting and allows long-term leases
with very itle oversight. Wiritten into the legislation is an exemption to the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act, so foreign
corporations can own fish farms in our federal waters. A fivefold increase in the value

g;ntiomedcfamedﬁshpmducﬁonbphnnedbyzozs, from $800 million to $5
n.

8/31/2005 7:1C



To Whom It May Concern,

Hello, my name is Stephanie Harris and | am a Junior at Santa Monica High. |
am writing to you regarding the issue of establishing Marine Protected Areas along
coastlines worldwide. | became familiar with this topic from my Marine Biology class,
while we were studying how anthropogenic impacts affect our oceans. Through my AP
English class we were assigned to research a pressing topic that was important to us,
and because | was already familiar with the topic of Marine Protected Areas, | knew that
was what | wanted to learn more about. | have enclosed an essay that | have written
displaying my opinion on this topic. | would love to hear your thoughts on this issue in
regards to mine. Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Stephanie Harris RECEIVED BY
Office of the Secretary

2273 Parnell Ave. JAN 29 2010

Los Angeles, CA 90064 RESDURDES AGENCY OF CALIFORNIA



Marine protected areas are areas designated to protect the sea life within them.
These zones have been initiated along coast lines worldwide through passage of laws
ultimately stating that human activity in or around these areas cannot be disruptive or
destructive of the marine life living within them. (Executive Order 13158) To preserve
species for future generations, keep life in and around the ocean healthy and enjoy-
able, and to conserve the environment, it is necessary for governments throughout the

world to establish more marine protected areas along endangered coast lines.

Marine protected areas are necessary for the simple fact that we need to not
only protect the marine life we have left in our oceans, but we also need to regrow
those populations to attain stability. Due to overfishing, we have fished ninety percent
of our big game fish that once lived in the ocean, leaving only ten percent still alive
throughout the world. Not only has overfishing played a huge part in the decrease of
marine life we still have access to, but anthropogenic impacts such as the amount of
trash we dump annually into the sea has increased significantly over past the two hun-
dred years. With this increase in our pollution, there has been a decrease in fish and
plant populations in areas near and around the sources of the pollution. Marine pro-
tected areas will ensure that the amount of fishing within those areas is either limited
and controlled, or completely abolished; in addition to ensuring that dumping of any
kind of waste is prohibited. Although it will be a change for fishermen to learn to fish in
new areas there will unfortunately still be countless areas that are unprotected in which
their business can proceed as usual. Despite the initial change in fishing areas, MPA's
will ensure that fish species can regrow leaving future fishermen animals to catch and

future generations marine life to enjoy.



Not only does pollution in our oceans affect marine life, but these effects also
harm humans and life living around the ocean. Because humans have been dumping
trash that produces toxins such as Psuedo-nitszchia, there has been a huge jump in
the creation of domoic acid, which has been know to cause severe effects to living or-
ganisms. This chemical that also has been linked to “coral bleaching,” a phenomenon
in which corals lose their coloring and begin to die, which has also has been proven to
cause illnesses amongst humans. Consuming sea food that has been infected with
domoic acid can lead to several side affects in humans including vomiting, headache,
seizures, cardiac arrhythmias, coma and possibly death. (Van Wezel) Similarly, off the
coast of Florida the Karenia brevis toxin, which results in “red tides,” also known as
harmful algal blooms, is a deadly chemical has been leaving harsh effects on fisher-
men. After coming into contact with the infected water, effects ranging from scaring of
the skin to permanent blindness has been observed amongst victims. Monk seals in
the area have also been affected by this deadly toxin. Side effects observed amongst
the seals have included seizures and bleeding from the nose which can be life threat-
ening to these animals. (Brown) With the establishment of marine protected areas, hu-
mans and marine life alike would not have to be subjected to such intense conse-
quences. Areas of protection are strongly enforced ensuring the creation of waste and
harmful toxins is very little to none. It has been argued that because human recrea-
tional activity would be limited in these areas that establishing them would keep people
out of the ocean altogether, then defeating the purpose of keeping the ocean clean for
humans at all. However, with this system in place human activity amidst each zone

would not necessarily be completely prohibited along with the fact that governments



Sincerely,

Je= "

Stephanie Harris



Mr. Ken Wiseman

Executive Director

Marine Life Protection Act Initiative
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1311
Sacramento CA 95814

Dear Mr. Wiseman and MLPAI Staff:

Please find the final language drafted by our Tribal Coalition for submission in support of the North
Coast Local Interest MPA Workgroup Array submitted by Adam Wagshall, Director of Conservation,
Humboldt Bay Harbor District:

The Tribal Coalition has successfully met to address the challenges presented in the North Coast
Study Region and to identify issues, concerns, and present solutions to a process that has in other
Regions been unfavorable to both Federally Recognized and Non-Federally Recognized Tribes.

Our hope is that with open communication, dialogue and mutual respect we will be able to develop
the relationship necessary to recognize the Native American Tribes in the North Coast Study Region
and the true stewardship they engage in on a daily basis.

The following language has been a collaborative effort of the Tribes within the Tribal Coalition and
reflects the sincere position of our Native Peoples:

“Tribal Indigenous Peoples have inhabited the Pacific North Coast since time immemorial and con-
tinue to rely on the coast and the ocean for a variety of customary uses, including but not limited to
subsistence harvesting and gathering of marine life; and spiritual, ceremonial and other traditional
cultural activities. These uses and activities are undertaken pursuant to aboriginal rights founded in
federal law, which the State of California is obligated to respect and protect. As an intrinsic part of
the ecosystem, Indigenous Peoples have been and continue to be responsible stewards of the envi-
ronment. Traditional ecological and cultural knowledge forms the basis of sustainable management
by Indigenous Tribal peoples of the North Coast Region. Due to the nature, methods, and amounts
harvested, the take of marine species by Indigenous Peoples is minimal.

Each of the North Coast Tribes is a distinct sovereign nation and each have certain areas in the
North Coast Region where traditional customary uses and cultural activities are part of the Tribal
daily life. Furthermore, each federally-recognized Tribal Nation retains a government-to-
government relationship with the Federal government. In implementing the MLPA, the Initiative

avr avr oy www.trinidadrancheria.com
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Leadership and Staff should likewise engage in government-to-government consultations to ad-
dress Tribal concerns. There are also federal trust responsibilities that are based on the unique
legal relationship between the United States and recognized Indian Tribes. In the spirit of these
responsibilities, the State of California must ensure that the preferred alternative for MPAs in the
North Coast Region contains provisions recognizing and protecting traditional customary and cul-
tural uses of Indigenous Peoples in the areas identified as such by the Tribes. Sustainable har-
vesting and gathering is a key principle in cultural and ecological preservation, and it is fully con-
sistent with the goals and purposes of the Marine Life Protection Act. Moreover, as Tribes in
California have never ceded their aboriginal rights to continue to harvest and gather from the ma-
rine environment, the State must recognize those uses and ensure that the regulations adopted
as part of the MLPA process do not infringe upon them in any manner, unless expressly author-
ized by the affected Tribe.”

As we move forward in our discussions of the “Tribal Blue Line” please know we will continue to
protect and defend the aboriginal rights of both Federal and Non-Federal Tribal Groups in the
North Coast Study Region. The attached map is only representative of the MLPA Study Region
and is not intended to be representative of gathering areas on the land or for all tribes.

As the Mapping Arrays are submitted by the various groups, we acknowledge each groups sup-
port for the Tribal Gathering Rights and also for the dialogue created with the Marine Life Protec-
tion Act Initiative Staff, the Blue Ribbon Task Force, and the Science Advisory Team, and would
like to express our appreciation of the combined efforts to understand and begin the process of
learning the rich cultures and diversity in our area. Special thanks to Roberta Cordero in meeting
with the Tribal Coalition and individual Tribal Leaders and we look forward to the months to come
in sharing who we are.

Sincerely.

dac% =TI

Jacque Hostler
Chief Executive Officer
Trinidad Rancheria

CC: Assemblyman Wesley Chesbro
Assistant Secretary of the Interior Larry Echohawk
CA State National Resources Secretary Lester Snow
US Congressman Mike Thompson
Director of Conservation Humboldt Bay harbor District Adam Wagshall
CA State Senator Patricia Wiggins
Humboldt County Board of Supervisors



Cher-Ac Heights Indian Community of the Trinidad Rancheria

AR AR AR A A

CHER-AE HEIGHTS INDIAN COMMUNITY OF THE TRINIDAD RANCHERIA
RESOLUTION OF THE TRIBAL COUNCIL

RESOLUTION: TC-10-02

SUBJECT: Authorization Approving the Submission for Participation to Marine Life
Protection Act Initiation (MLPAI) with the Tri-County Tribal Coalition and
the North Coast Local Interest MPA Workgroup for an External Array
Proposal.

WHEREAS: The Cher-Ae Heights Indian Community of the Trinidad Rancheria (Trinidad
Rancheria) is a federally recognized Indian Tribe located in California and has a
government-to-government relationship with the United States of America; and

WHEREAS:  The Trinidad Rancheria Tribal Council (“Tribal Council”) is the governing body of
the Trinidad Rancheria under the authority of the Tribe’s Constitution; and

WHEREAS:  The Trinidad Rancheria Constitution provides the Tribal Council the authority to
administer all legislative powers vested in the Tribe through its Inherent
Sovereignty and Federal Law; and

WHEREAS:  The government-to-government relationship between the Trinidad Rancheria and
the United States of American includes multi-faceted Federal Trust responsibilities;
and

WHEREAS: In the spirit of the Federal Trust responsibilities to Tribal Nations, it should be to
the acknowledgement of the State of California to support the efforts of Tribes
and recognize the sustainable harvesting and gathering as a key principle in cultural
preservation.

WHEREAS:  Tribal Indigenous People have inhabited the pacific North Coast for over 12,000
yeats and rely on the coast and the ocean for a variety of essential uses such as—
spiritual, ceremonial, cultural, and substance harvesting and gathering of marine
life; and

vavr ~vavr vavr www.trinidadrancheria.com
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WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

As an intrinsic part of the ecosystem, Tribal People continue to strive as stewards
of the envitonment, a stewardship based in sustainability through traditional
ecology and cultural knowledge; and

Each of the North Coast tribes are distinct sovereign nations and each have
various areas identified for substance, cultural and ceremonial purposes, as well as
lands identified as ancestral, with cultural and/or tribal connections; and

With the Trinidad Rancheria Tribal Council recognition of our community’s
extensive ecological knowledge and intrinsic connection with the marine
environment, we respectfully request careful examination of Tribal sovereignty to
the extent that participating in the MLPAI process will not alter, divest, or
diminish trust relationship 'with the United States Government, as identified in the
constitution amendment process; and

In accordance with Federal Law — Consultation and Coordination with Indian
Tribal Government, The United States has a unique legal relationship with Indian
tribal governments as set forth in the Constitution of the United States, treaties,
statutes, Executive orders, and court decisions. Since the formation of the Union,
the United States has recognized Indian tribes as domestic dependent nations
under its protection. In treaties, our Nation has guaranteed the right of Indian
tribes to self- government. As domestic dependent nations, Indian Tribes exercise
inherent sovereign powers over their members and tetritory. The United States
continues to work with Indian tribes on a government-to-government basis to
address issues concerning Indian tribal self-government, trust resources, and
Indian tribal treaty and other rights, and recognition of rights to lands, territories
and cultural resources that are essential to the identity, health and traditional
livelihood of the citizens of the Cher-Ae Heights Indian Community of the
Trinidad Rancheria.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: In otder to establish regular and meaningful

consultation and collaboration with Indian tribal governments in the development
in the regulatory practices on Federal matters that significantly or uniquely affect
tribal communities, the Tribal Council of the Trinidad Rancheria approves
submission of an External Array Proposal, including all understanding and
assurances contained therein, for Marine Life Protection Act for Preservation and
Maintenance of Marine Life Protection for the Subsistence needs of the Tribe.

TC-10-02




CERTIFICATION
This is to certify that Resolution TC-10-02 was approved through the standard Tribal Council
Polling Procedure, through which a quorum was established, and that this Resolution was adopted
by a vote of _5_in favor, _0 opposed, and _0_ abstaining.
Dated this 29™ day of January 2010,

Garth Sundberg, Chairperson

ATTEST:

Q/\N\N\ &KQ R N o
Amy Ad@Recording Secretary

TC-10-02
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From: Kenyon Hensel

Sent: Wednesday, February 03, 2010 1:56 PM
To: MLPAComments

Subject: Re: MLPA Comments Auto Response

To the Blue Ribbon Task Force,

These are some of the unique local qualities you must take into
consideration before further restricting access to our local renewable
ocean resource.

Our area has the highest unemployment rate in the state. Our
county is one of the poorest in California. The state or federal
government owns over 75% of our county land, depriving us property
taxes needed to maintain services. Our local jobs and revenue streams
must be protected to offset this loss. Historically isolated from state
population centers, our community knows the value of self-sufficiency.
IT you do not honor that value, you diminish both our community and our
state.

The coastal waters of this management area already have the
strictest rules of anywhere in the state. Because of these rules, our
sport season is now measured in weeks, and our commercial landing
limits are at less then ten percent of historic levels. Our harbor
sport slip rental has gone from 1000 boats 15 years ago to less then 40
now. Our local commercial near shore fleet has been reduced from over
70 boats to less then 18. These reductions are due to Fishing
regulations applied since the MLPA was passed, restrictions that have
greatly increased the overall stocks of fish, while locking them out
reach. The crab fleet has grown, but that harvest is a boom and bust
cycle, barely keeping the small near shore boats going. This has
strained our fishing community and it’s infrastructure to the point of
collapse. We can’t take the burden of more closures.

Local weather severely limits our time on the water, and how far
small boats that fish the near shore can safely travel. We regularly
experience less then 120 fishable days a year. More then half of those
days, weather limits safe travel and time on the water. Closing fishing
areas we can reach, where we have been traditionally fishing, will
compound these conditions. Making us jump over a MPA to reach fishable
waters creates an unacceptable risk to life and property.

There is no imminent environmental threat that justifies creating
hardships for our coastal communities. All sea going mammals and their
haul out areas, sea birds and their rookeries, coral and invertebrates
are fully protected by existing federal and state laws.

The MLPA can be interpreted many ways. The initiative you are acting
under is a narrow-minded approach, little but window dressing, to true
effective fishery management. You are not using the accepted MPA
science or process to create marine reserves. Without the science and
the time we have asked for, you are only making little no fishing
areas. They will drain enforcement, and create a false sense of higher
protection. The process you are pushing will only lower the protection
of our resources.

Since you continue to deny our local requests, and act without a
majority of local people on your Task Force, it is plain you do not
have our best interests in mind. Please leave this area and move on to
some other part of California. Leave us and we will continue the
creation of our own reserves and the side-by-side management of our
resources that will exceed the intent of the MLPA. Give us three years
and support our local effort if you are truly interested in seeing
meaningful management of our renewable ocean resources.



From: Kenyon Hensel

Sent: Wednesday, February 03, 2010 1:50 PM
To: MLPAComments

Subject: RSG

To the MLPA initiative regarding the north coast study area RSG:

Your lack of any representation for the near shore permit holders is unacceptable. Mike
Zamboni or any other permit holder has to be put on your RSG. The near shore permit
holders have the most to lose through this process. They must be represented. Please
remedy this situation as soon as possible.



From: Micheal A Carpenter

Sent: Wednesday, February 03, 2010 4:26 PM
To: MLPAComments

Subject: Stake holders

Hello To the people or person who will make the choice of SH for the ncrshg.

Excuses my improper from but | fell | have probably written this to late any way. | just attended a
meeting were Mr. Bill Lemos Showed an array to the Ft Bragg community he was arrogant he
was not willing to listen to any comments by the public. He said that these things were coming
and he knows some people are going to have to lose money but he did not care. This is he
wanted them and he did not want to talk about it. If this man is ST representing Ft Bragg you
have made a mistake. He worked with the community and then went out on his own and made an
array after saying he would work with the MOCA Group He jumps to Conservation first
Five people at my count then he says | am NRDC he does not have a clue it seems who the
community is. He has just used people to his means. | say he does not make a good SH. Thank
you Mike Carpenter



From: Capt. Eric Kett

Sent: Thursday, February 04, 2010 8:10 AM

To: ahra@mcn.org

Cc: MLPAComments

Subject: Mendocino Coast MLPA NCRSG Representation

To Whom It May Concern:

| was a stakeholder in the MLPA South Coast Region and am following the North Coast regions
progress as | am an avid diver and love to travel with my family and others to this beautiful area
of the coast to dive and recreate. While there | find the ocean resources to be well managed and
they have a good enforcement presence. | could not help but notice that the area | visit seems to
have little or no representation (Pt. Arena to Ft. Bragg). Having been a stakeholder | know first
hand the damaging effects to an area with little or no representation on the RSG. This area of the
coast has the greatest draw for tourists from other areas of California especially divers from all
over California. My wife’s’ family, my family, and our family have made trips to this area for over
50 years.

Please consider my comments as a lesson learned from the RSG, an extra representative or two
will not slow the process down (the facilitators will make sure of that) but will certainly help with
public “buy-in” down the road.

Thank you for your consideration,

Captain Eric Kett

SeaZen Marine Consulting & Guiding
Captain Eric Kett
805-895-9322 SeaZen@verizon.net



From: joe farlo

Sent: Thursday, February 04, 2010 8:54 AM

To: SIGNoms; MLPAComments

Subject: Nominations to the Norcal Statewide intrests group

I and many others have great concern on the makeup of the RSG. It appears that
you are not giving fair representation to reflect the true make up of our historical
uses of the coast. The many small community's on the Mendocino coast are highly
dependent on the ocean for their livelihood and sustenance.

We are blessed to have one of the healthiest ocean and nearshore ecosystems in the
world and strive to work in balance with nature everyday we are out there.

The RSG appears to be made up of protectionist with one diver and no
representation from Mendocino south. Ft. Bragg is not the only working harbor on
our coast. My concern is that 7 out of 31 in no way is representative of our
population demographics. It seems that you are not willing to give Mendocino county
a fair role in your process.

California is in a monetary nightmare and | cannot see the reason why you are so
intent on ruining sustainable fishing practices for protectionism instead of adaptive
management as the law stated in 1999.

I support the following individuals as RSG members or to serve on the special
interest group

Jim Burns, Noyo Harbor District Commissioner, Fort Bragg
Tom Estes, Sr., commercial crab, Fort Bragg

Jim Bassler, commercial nearshore, Fort Bragg

Mike Carpenter, sea urchin diver, Albion

Bruce Campbell, Albion River Campground manager
Volker Hoehne, President, San Diego Freedivers

Allen Chitty

Matt Mattison



From: mike carpenter

Sent: Thursday, February 04, 2010 7:24 AM
To: MLPAComments

Subject: RSG

This letter has valid concerns and there are many people who live here that have the
same concerns.Mr Wiseman i remember a comment you made at the last SAT meeting
that you really loved Eureka because you have spent so much time there.l can see it looks
that you do not hold that same regard for the Mendocino coast.Please re visit the RSG
and give the commercial interest a fair chance to be included. Thank you

Michael A Carpenter
Albion Harbor Regional Alliance



February 1, 2010

John McCamman
Director
California Department of Fish and Game

Cindy Gustafson
Chair
MLPA Blue Ribbon Task Force

Ken Wiseman
Executive Director
Marine Life Protection Act Initiative

Dear John, Cindy, and Ken,

My name is Allan Jacobs. | am a retired school teacher and retired commercial
fisherman living near Point Arena. | am very interested in the MLPA. Perhaps that’s an
under-statement. The newspapers have referred to me as an activist because | was deeply
involved in the North Central Coast MLPA process.

Point Arena is located very near the southern border of the North Coast Study
Region. The port of Arena Cove is within the city limits of the City of Point Arena and
less than 7 miles by water from the south boundary of the North Coast Study Region of
the MLPA. The Fish and Game Commission adopted four MPAs very near our home
port. They are named: the Saunders Reef SMCA about 4.5 miles south of Arena Cove,
the Sea Lion Cove SMCA about 1.5 miles north and the Point Arena SMR and SMCA
Cluster beginning about 2 miles north. These fishing closures amount to over 20 square
miles within a radius of about 7 miles from the Arena Cove Pier. Because of the
extremely close proximity of these soon to be enforced MPAs near our home port, we
who depend on Arena Cove Port facilities for income and/or recreation — whether directly
or indirectly — will be very greatly affected by the MLPA in both in the North Central
Coast Region and the North Coast Region. Among the necessary adjustments we will
make will be to move more of our fishing efforts north into the North Coast Study
Region, much more and farther than we have found necessary in the past. Although our
port is physically not inside the North Coast Study Region, we are included in all other
ways. We are connected politically because we are in Mendocino County; connected by
economics to the other Mendocino County communities especially Fort Bragg; connected
by commercial fishing infrastructure between the ports of Arena Cove, Albion and Fort
Bragg (Noyo Harbor); connected by the shared coastal ecosystem in which we are active
biological participants who are not separated physically by lines of latitude; and
connected socially, because friends neighbors and peers do not just end at latitude 39°
north.

So here is my point. | and my neighbors and fishing peers are extremely
disappointed in your choices for official Stakeholder (RSG) members for the North
Coast. We, in the southern end of Mendocino County, expect our interests to be included



in the upcoming North Coast MLPA process. We are stakeholders in the North Coast
study region in all ways except for an artificial geographic boundary chosen for
convenience. The reason we are disappointed is because none of the RSG choices are
from the coastal area nearest to us. There are about 22 miles of coastline within the
North Coast Region between Little River and 39° north latitude, but including the area
served by the harbor of Arena Cove, conservatively estimated to be from the community
of Elk to the south end of Mendocino County at the Gualala River, this adds up to a
geographical piece of coast about 40 miles long, from Little River to Gualala. This area
includes two historic commercial/recreational ports (Arena Cove and Albion) several
communities closely dependent on the Mendocino marine ecosystem and within sight of
the ocean (Gualala, Point Arena, Manchester, Elk, Albion and Little River). As stated
above, everyone in our area has a vested interest in the North Coast Study Region and we
deserve representation. This is not an unprecedented expectation. During the North
Central Coast MLPAI process there were at least two RSG members from the Fort Bragg
area (about 30 miles outside the NCCSR to the north of the same 39° boundary). For
further comparison, remember that all of Del Norte County has only about 40 miles of
coastline but has at least 5 local Stakeholders by my count - probably more. So it seems
to me that there has been a serious miscarriage of the MLPA process to have neglected to
include any Stakeholders to represent our interests. We need RSG representatives who
live close enough that we may be truly represented by a peer that knows us , respects us,
and is willing to meet with us and represent our interests. | know there are several good
candidates on your original list who qualify.

I remember very clearly a comment made by Ken Wiseman during a public
meeting while discussing socioeconomic impacts of MPAs on local communities in the
NCCSR. He told us that the MLPAI process took care of local socioeconomic input
through the Stakeholder (RSG) involvement. | also remember what you, John, said in
your statement in the Jan 29, 2010 press release: “I am confident that as a group they will
successfully integrate the diverse interests of their constituents into a science-based
proposal that improves our management of California’s ocean environment.” And | also
remember that you, Cindy, said in the Jan 29, 2010 press release: “Their interest in and
dedication to this process will make certain that we successfully maximize ocean
protections for future generations while minimizing short-term socioeconomic impacts to
the north coast community.” Now I ask the three of you, Ken, John, and Cindy: How can
the true stakeholders (spelled with a little s), in the area between Little River and Gualala,
have an opportunity for input of our socioeconomic concerns, our “diverse interests”, and
our hopes for our “future generations” without a single RSG representative Stakeholder
(spelled with a big S) from our area?

Do not misunderstand me, | am not asking for a particular candidate of my choice
in this letter, although | do have preferences and would be happy to talk about it with
each of you later, and I am not asking to include anyone not already on the list of
nominees or even someone from south of the 39° border. But | am asking you to choose
from the existing list of nominated candidates, more than one person, who is well versed
and experienced in the fishing/sea food aspects of our communities and the ports of Point
Arena and Albion. | do not mean to sound threatening to you in any way, although if you



read between the lines and you know the history of the MLPAI process in the Point
Arena area, you are correct in assuming that I am still very angry and you should
understand why. What | am saying, is that by not including any people who actually live
and work nearer to the ports of Point Arena and Albion as RSG members to represent our
communities, you will not just perpetuate the local perception that all those in charge of
the MLPAI process are our enemy, you will in fact be proving it to be true. Here’s
another way to look at it: Point Arena is already the “Poster Child” of an MLPA program
run amok, it will most certainly be an even bigger PR goof to do it again and include
Albion and Elk along with us.

So I am asking you to bend the rules a little. 1t wouldn’t be the first time. | have
noticed, for example, that you bent the rules to choose an RSG member who was not on
the original candidate nomination list. There also was at least one name on the second
North Central Coast RSG list that was not on the first one. So please go back to the list of
RSG candidates, look at those candidates that live in the area south of Little River.
Choose some people who will represent the majority of the folks in our region. Then, as
quickly as possible, add them to the RSG group and announce your decision quickly so
we may begin communicating our concerns with them well before the February 8, RSG
meeting.

Thank you,

Allan Jacobs



From: Mike Zamboni

Sent: Thursday, February 04, 2010 8:45 AM
To: MLPAComments

Cc: ahra@mcn.org

Subject: NCRSG

RE: Ommissions on the North Coast Regional Stakeholder group.

I"m quite concerned that not a single Nearshore commercial fishermen
was appointed to the RSG. Nearshore permit holders arguably stand to
lose more than any other user group.

Our fishing grounds are on the hard-bottom areas that MLPA targets and
we stand the most to lose in terms of life, livelihoods and property
without a single representative on the RSG. One of the criteria for
being appointed to the RSG was a knowledge of our coastal marine
environment and who would be more knowledgeable of both the habitat
types and nearshore fishes that reside in the hard-bottom areas you
emphasize closing?

Many of your appointees have personally told me they know little or
nothing about the fish that reside in,the fisheries, or the specific
habitat types within the North Coast study region yet that was who you
chose to represent us.

Mike Zamboni
Nearshore fishermen
f/V Lucky 50
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02/05/2010 12:20 FAX 17079371191

To: Ken Wiseman ; Executive Dirvector MLP AL
Melissa Miller-Henson ; Program Manager igMLPAj

FROM: AHRA (Albion Harbor Regional Alliance)

ALBION RIVER CAMPGROUND

goo2

Jan.30, 2010

We the undersigned would like to bring to your atlention that the
Albion Harbor Complex has no representation on the North Coast
Regional Stakeholder Group from Little River/Van Damme south
to Alder Creek. This exclusion encompasses the commercial
fishing, recreational/campground, sportfishing diving community

and subsistence food gathering.
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From: Bruce Campbell ,Mgr. Albion River Campground
Member, AHRA ; Albion Harbor Regional Alliance

To : All concerned Government contacts and Representatives

As you may have heard the MLPAI has arrived here on the North coast.During the process the
executive team has appointed Regional Stakeholders to represent the public and North Coast
constituents ,as they say"These outstanding individuals each bring first-hand knowledge of the marine
resources along the north coast”.After looking over the list of Regional Stakeholders and reviewing Map
Arrays submitted by the Feb. 1st deadline i have found that the southern portion of the North Coast
study region has no representation in the Regional Stakeholder group from Little River/Van Damme
south to Alder Creek. There are MPAs under consideration in this aforementioned area. Albion formed
AHRA ,Albion Harbor Regional Alliance specifically to give the MLPAI process a group with first hand
knowledge of Marine Resounces in our area to pick from.We have been ignored and completely ieft out
of the process.

Albion has had a working harbor since 1858 when the first sawmill was built here on the
Flats. A small salmon fleet operated out of here in the 1930s. During the late 60s and thru the
70s the salmon fleet tided up in the Albion River in available dock space 3 boats deep.

Albion Harbor still survives with a working group of Urchin divers, live fishermen. In the sport
fishing/diving season Albion harbor and docks are packed with boats of various size and
configuration.The harbor is considered a safe anchorage during a storm by the USCG.

In conclusion, the constituents in this portion of the North Coast study region need to have a
voice and fair representation in the Stakeholder process, other wise it can not be considered
"The diverse cross-interest group of marine stakeholders" As it stands the system fails everyone
and does not meet its intended goal !

Thank you for your time , Bruce Campbell ,constituent and sportfisherman.
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F'o: Ken Wiseman ; Executive Director MLPAL

Melissa Miller-Henson ; Program Manager (@MLP A1

FROM: AHRA (Albion Harbor Regional Alliance)

Jan.30, 2010

We the undersigned would like to bring to your attention that the
Albion Harbor Complex has no representation on the North Coast
Regional Stakeholder Group from Little River/Van Damme south
to Alder Creek. This exclusion encompasses the commercial
fishing, recreational/campground, sportfishing diving community
and subsistence food gathering.
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To: Ken Wiseman ; Executive Director MLPAI
Melissa Miller-Henson ; Program Manager @MLPAI

FROM: AHRA (Albion Harbor Regional Alliance)

Jan.30, 2010

We the undersigned would like to bring to your attention that the
Albion Harbor Complex has no representation on the North Coast
Regional Stakeholder Group from Little River/Van Damme south
to Alder Creek. This exclusion encompasses the commercial
fishing, recreational/campground, sportfishing diving community
and subsistence food gathering.
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To: Ken Wiseman ; ixecutive Director MLPAi
Melissa Miller-Henson ; Program Manager @MLPAi

FROM: AHRA (Albion Harbor Regional Alliance)

Jan.30, 2010

We the undersigned would like to bring to your attention that the
Albion Harbor Complex has no representation on the North Coast
Regional Stakeholder Group from Little River/Van Damme south
to Alder Creek. This exclusion encompasses the commercial
fishing, recreational/campground, sportfishing diving community
and subsistence food gathering.
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To: Ken Wiseman ; Executive Director MLPAI
Melissa Miller-Henson ; Program Manager @MLPAi

FROM: AHRA (Albion Harbor Regional Alliance)

Jan.30, 2010

We the undersigned would like to bring to your attention that the
Albion Harbor Complex has no representation on the North Coast
Regional Stakeholder Group from Little River/Van Damme south
to Alder Creek. This exclusion encompasses the commercial
fishing, recreational/campground, sportfishing diving community
and subsistence food gathering.
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To: Ken Wiseman ; Executive Director MLPA1
Melissa Miller-11enson ; Program Manager (gMLPAIL

FROM: AHRA (Albion Harbor Regional .All'izmce')

ALBION RIVER CAMPGROUND

@007

Jan.30, 2010

We the undersigned would like to bring to your attention that the
Albion Harbor Complex has no representation on the North Coast
Regional Stakeholder Group from Little River/Van Damme south
to Alder Creek. This exclusion encompasses the commercial
fishing, recreational/campground, sportfishing diving community

and subsistence food gathering.
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To: Ken Wiseman ; Executive Divector MLPA1
Melissa Miller-Henson ; Program Manager (dMLPAI

FROM: AHRA (Albion Harbor Regional Albance)

Jan.30, 2010

We the undersigned would like to bring to your attention that the
Albion Harbor Complex has no representation on the North Coast
Regional Stakeholder Group from Little River/Van Damme south
to Alder Creek. This exclusion encompasses the commercial
fishing, recreational/campground, sportfishing diving community
and subsistence food gathering,.

Occupation: Print Name:
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To: Ken Wiseman ; Fxecutive Director MLLPA1
Melissa Miller-Henson ; Program Manager @MLPAI

FROM: AHRA (Albion Harbor Regional Alliance)

Jan.30, 2010

We the undersigned would like to bring to your attention that the
Albion Harbor Complex has no representation on the North Coast
Regional Stakeholder Group from Little River/Van Damme south
to Alder Creek. This exclusion encompasses the commercial
fishing, recreational/campground, sportfishing diving comm unity
and subsistence food gathering.

Occupation: Print Name:
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To: Ken Wiseman ; Executive Director MLPAI
Melissa Miller-Henson ; Program Manager @MLPAi

FROM: AHRA (Albion Harbor Regional Alliance)

Jan.30, 2010

We the undersigned would like to bring to your attention that the
Albion Harbor Complex has no representation on the North Coast
Regional Stakeholder Group from Little River/Van Damme south
to Alder Creek. This exclusion encompasses the commercial
fishing, recreational/campground, sportfishing diving community
and subsistence food gathering.

Occupation: Print Name: Signed:
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To: Ken Wiseman ; Executive Director MLLPAI
Melissa Miller-Henson ; Program Manager (@MLPAI

FROM: AHRA (Albion Harbor Regional Alliance)

Jan.30, 2010

We the undersigned would like to bring to your attention that the
Albion Harbor Complex has no representation on the North Coast
Regional Stakeholder Group from Little River/Van Damme south
to Alder Creek. This exclusion encompasses the commercial
fishing, recreational/campground, sportfishing diving community
and subsistence food gathering.

Occupation: Print Name: Signed:
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To: Ken Wiseman ; Executive Director MILPAL
Melissa Miller-Henson ; Program Manager (@MLP A1

FROM: AHRA (Albion Harbor Regional Alliance)

Jan.30, 2010

We the undersigned would like to bring to your attention that the
Albion Harbor Complex has no representation on the North Coast
Regional Stakeholder Group from Little River/Van Damme south
to Alder Creek. This exclusion encompasses the commercial
fishing, recreational/campground, sportfishing diving community
and subsistence {ood gathering.

C)ccu;pation: Print Name: Signed:
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To: Ken Wiseman ; Executive Director MLPAI
Melissa Miller-1lenson ; Program Manager (@MLPAi

FROM: AHRA (Albion Harbor Regional Alliance)

Jan.30, 2010

We the undersigned would like {o bring to your attention that the
Albion Harbor Complex has no representation on the North Coast
Regional Stakeholder Group from Little River/Van Damme south
to Alder Creek. This exclusion encompasses the commercial
fishing, recreational/campground, sportfishing diving community
and subsistence food gathering.

Occupation: Signed —
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To: Ken Wiseman ; Executive Director MLPAX
Melissa Miller-Henson ; Program Manager @MILPA1

FROM: AHRA (Albion Harbor Regional Alliance)

Jan.30, 2010

We the undersigned would like to bring to your attention that the
Albion Harbor Complex has no representation on the North Coast
Regional Stakeholder Group from Little River/Van Damme south
to Alder Creek. This exclusion encompasses the commercial
fishing, recreational/campground, sportfishing diving community
and subsistence {ood gathering.

Occupation: Print Name: Signed:
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To: Ken Wiseman ; Executive Director MLP A1
Melissa Miller-Henson ; Program Manager @MLPA1

.....

FROM: AHRA (Albion Harbor Regional Alliance)

Jan.30, 2010

We the undersigned would like to bring to your attention that the
Albion Harbor Complex has no representation on the North Coast
Regional Stakeholder Group from Little River/Van Damme south
to Alder Creek. This exclusion encompasses the commercial
fishing, recreational/campground, sportfishing diving community
and subsistence food gathering.

Occupation: Print Name: Signed:
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Fo: Ken Wiseman ; Executive Director MLPAI
Melissa Miller-Henson ; Program Manager @MLPAI

FROM: AHRA. (Albion Harbor Regional Alliance)

Jan.30, 2010

We the undersigned would like to bring to your attention that the
Albion Harbor Complex has no representation on the North Coast
Regional Stakeholder Group from Little River/Van Damme south
to Alder Creek. This exclusion encompasses the commercial
fishing, recreational/campground, sportfishing diving community
and subsistence food gathering. |

Occupation: Print Name:
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To: Ken Wiseman ; Executive Director MLPAI
Melissa Miller-Henson ; Program Manager @MLPAI

FROM: AHRA (Albion Harbor Regional Alliance)

Jan.30, 2010

We the undersigned would like to bring to your attention that the
Albion Harbor Complex has no representation on the North Coast
Regional Stakeholder Group from Little River/Van Damme south
to Alder Creek. This exclusion encompasses the commercial
fishing, recreational/campground, sportfishing diving community
and subsistence food gathering.

Occupation: Print Name: Signed:
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To: Ken Wiseman ; Executive Director MLPAi
Melissa Miller-Henson ; Program Manager @MLPA

FROM: AHRA (Albion Harbor Regional Alliance)

Jan.30, 2010

We the undersigned would like to bring to your attention that the
Albion Harbor Complex has no representation on the North Coast
Regional Stakeholder Group from Little River/Van Damme south
to Alder Creek. This exclusion encompasses the commercial
fishing, recreational/campground, sportfishing diving community
and subsistence food gathering.

Occupation: Print Name: igned:
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To: Ken Wiseman ; Executive Director MLPAI
Melissa Miller-Henson ; Program Manager @MLPAi

FROM: AHRA (Albion Harbor Regional Alliance)

Jan.30, 2010

We the undersigned would like to bring to your attention that the
Albion Harbor Complex has no representation on the North Coast
Regional Stakeholder Group from Little River/Van Damme south
to Alder Creek. This exclusion encompasses the commercial
fishing, recreational/campground, sportfishing diving community
and subsistence food gathering.

Occupation: Print Name: Signi:d:
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To: Ken Wiseman ; Executive Director MLPA;
Melissa Miller-Henson ; Program Manager @MLPAI

FROM: AHRA (Albion Harbor Regional Alliance)

Jan.30, 2010

We the undersigned would like to bring to your attention that the
Albion Harbor Complex has no representation on the North Coast
Regional Stakeholder Group from Little River/Van Damme south
to Alder Creek. This exclusion encompasses the commercial
fishing, recreational/campground, sportfishing diving community
and subsistence food gathering.

Occupation: Print Name:
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From: Adam Curtis

Sent: Monday, February 08, 2010 2:12 PM
To: MLPAComments

Subject: MLPA Questions

Why are the MLPA focused on punishing the recreational angler when no science has
been provided showing recreational Anglers have any large scale impact on fish
populations.

Are you aware that fisherman care more about habitat than those who dont fish? Without
habitat fisherman have nothing. You grow up as a fisherman knowing this. It's one of the
main things your fathers hand down during this journey. Awareness of your
surroundings.

Is this really all about money and future job security?

Im all for conservation and would gladly lay down my fishing rod to help fish counts if |
believed it would. But I've noticed your efforts are not there when looking at commercial
harvesting and chemical runoff. Is it easier to target the father/son looking to spend a day
on the water?

Why take pride in such a small effort?

Thanks
Adam Curtis



North Coast RSG dis-Appointments

From:

Tomas DiFiore, Board member
Albion Harbor Regional Alliance
AHRA

POB 122 Albion CA 95410
lamtomas(@mcn.org

To:

Lester Snow and Donald Koch
Natural Resources Agency
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1311
Sacramento, CA 95814

(916) 653-5656

(916) 653-8102 fax
secretary(@resources.ca.gov

Marine Life Protection

Act Initiative

c/o California Natural Resources Agency
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1311
Sacramento, CA 95814

(916) 654-1885

E-mail

Kelly Sayce
Outreach and Education Coordinator
Kelly(@strategicearth.com

Ken Wiseman
Executive Director

Ken.Wiseman(@resources.ca.gov
916.653.5674

Melissa Miller-Henson
Program Manager
Melissa@resources.ca.gov
916.654.2506

Susan Ashcraft

MPA Project Supervisor
SAshcraft@dfg.ca.gov
916.651.7670

02/08/10
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North Coast RSG dis-Appointments

Jordan Traverso

Deputy Director of Communications
JTraverso@dfg.ca.gov
916.212.7352

Annie Reisewitz
Media Relations Liaison

Annie(@strategicoceansolutions.com
858.228.0526

Cindy Gustafson
Blue Ribbon Task Force (including all members)

Mr. Wiseman and everyone:

Ken, how could you? You and the MLPAI staff thoroughly disappoitment me and other North Coast
Residents regarding the Marine Life Protection Act Initiative Process and Lessons Learned in ALL
PREVIOUS STUDY REGIONS.

1) First you all waste enormous amounts of our time and resources by handing us a Draft Regional
North Coast Profile to comment on; knowing that the External Array Proposal workgroups
would be using it as a guiding document when it was so totally inaccurate as to constitute fraud
in my opinion. I myself submitted some 90 pages of corrections with substantiating
documentation on the original 185 page (not inclusive of appendices).

2) The release of this (fraudulent) (draft) North Coast Profile analysis at the same time it's use by
'outside interest group representatives' would be mis-used in place of outreach by said inividuals
to gather accurate social and economic impact analysis per fishery, and especially per Edible
Algae and Edible Bull kelp small business and cottage industry sectors of the larger Ocean
Food Providers Economy of the North Coast.

3) 'Lessons Learned' in all previous 'Study Regions' seem to fall on deaf ears within the process. It
is more likely that the 'Lessons Learned' adaptive management strategy is to relate and sedate
the same state (equilibrium) repetitive strains of the 'open transparency' of the process.

4) How is it that the Albion Harbor Complex, with all it's efforts, to facilitate day-long open ended
conversational meetings (each one a feast, sometimes a campfire, the beach just yards away)
and which provide THE UPLINK to the MarineMap Digital Democracy Showcase helping to
both familiarize Ocean Food Gatherers with the Online view of their livelihoods, mapping out
agreements and concerns.

5) We also sought to include the communities of the coast all the way to Point Arena specifically
because because there was resistance to this from those that would later form the group
Conservation First! and the group MOCA. To this day, only AHRA, the Albion Harbor Regional
Alliance has representatives onboard form the areas south to Point Arena that are directly
involved with the social and economic dependence and the nature of the sustainable commercial
fisheries herein represented by AHRA.

Except for an artificial geographic boundary chosen for convenience, the Point Arena area north to

Albion includes inumerable stakeholders with no representation in the North Coast RSG. Even at this
late date, one day before the first NCRSG meeting, none of the RSG choices are from the coastal area

02/08/10 2
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North Coast RSG dis-Appointments

nearest to us. There are about 22 miles of coastline within the North Coast Region between Little
River and 39° north latitude, but including the area served by the harbor of Arena Cove,
conservatively estimated to be from the community of Elk to the south end of Mendocino County at
the Gualala River, this adds up to a geographical piece of coast about 40 miles long, from Little River
to Gualala.

This area includes two historic commercial/recreational ports (Arena Cove and Albion) several
communities closely dependent on the Mendocino marine ecosystem and within sight of the ocean
(Gualala, Point Arena, Manchester, Elk, Albion and Little River). As stated above, everyone in our
area has a vested interest in the North Coast Study Region and we deserve representation. Further
comparison would show that all of Del Norte County has only about 40 miles of coastline but has at
least 5 local Stakeholders.

6) In the North Coast 'Study' Region, the counties of Del Norte and Humboldt each have Harbor
Districts and representation by the respective County Harbor District Conservation Director and
Harbormaster on the NCRSG. Mendocino county's Harbor District, (Noyo) is not represented
within the RSG at all. How was this matter overlooked?

02/08/10 3
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7) Throughout the External Array Work period commercial crabbers and urchin divers, and otthers
missed meetings to fish. The one RSG member who represents the entire North Coast
Commercial Edible Algae and Edible Bull Kelp Sustainable Hand Harvest Cottage Industry is
burdened with the loss of income during the harvest season of 2010, and/or the possibility of
diminished workgroup continuity during 'round 2' - at which any key moment could mean
territory or access is lost, and another social and economic impact would fall outside the
process. Originally 2 (RSG) Alternates were proposed to alleviate this concern. Alternates to
RSG members, even when chosen from the same fishery and with 20-30 years common
experience, have already been excluded from the table by late determination.

8) The map above shows the extent of coast from the northern Mendocino County line to the
sounthern. MENDOCINO COUNTY REQUIRES MORE representation in the RSG by virtue
of common sense, rural demographics, current economic and historic use patterns, and the effort
shift of commercial vessels yet to be accounted for out of Point Arena. The inherent inaccuracy
of including Point Arena and Albion harvests and ex-vessel amounts into the economy of the
Fort Bragg Harbor District drives the Initiative models in favor of disenfrachisement instead of
true Ecosystem Based Management as required by law.

9) The addition of Jim Bassler to the NCRSG is a step in the right direction. But given the number
of fisheries yet to be represented, you must consider the appointment of Tom Estes.

Using the historic and successful Port of Arena Cove as the central point in the cross border and cross
interest bio-geographical adjacent subregions of both the North Central Coast and North Coast, you'll
findwe have had ONLY one Alternate Stakeholder to represent local interests in an area extending from
Salt Point to Little River, a coastal length of about 80 miles. One local representative out of 48
stakeholders for the NCCRSG and 31 in the NCRSG to represent two small but successful historic
ports, over a half dozen campgrounds, one City and six other communities large enough to support at
least one grocery store. One out of 79 that’s 1% of the reps for 18% of the coast! During the same
time there have been 7 Stakeholders for an area around Fort Bragg (a ten mile radius?) That’s 9% of
the reps for 4% of the coastline. Math by Allan Jacobs, Point Arena Fisherman

Why is it that the Albion Harbor Complex has no representation. This harbor is of significant
commercial, recreational, and cultural importance to the County. Albion residents and RSG nominees,
Michael Carpenter and Bruce Campbell, (once Dan Yoakum also) have all exceeded the RSG selection
criteria. Both Mike and Bruce represent a number of community interest groups, have made
exemplary efforts to disseminate information about the MLPA to constituents without internet access,
have coordinated and fed and enabled dozens of other gatherings and constituent consultations, and
have consistently attended meetings of the Mendocino Ocean CommunityAlliance (MOCA) external
array working group in Fort Bragg, almost an hour's drive away from Albion.. Michael Carpenter has
appeared before the SAT and BRTF on multiple occasions and provided key testimony. All efforts
have been made at significant personal cost to each.

As early as 062309, Bruce Campbell invited Ecotrust and MLPAI staff to the busy coastal campground
to conduct surveys.

For 2 years now, there has been a consistent lack of representation for Point Arena on the Mendocino
Coast. The Point Arena Harbormaster was not appointed to the RSG, and there were no commercial or

02/08/10 4
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recreational fishermen or seaweed harvesters from Point Arena on the RSG. As a result of the number
of MPAs within the designated (North Central Coast) IPA clustered around Point Arena, there is a
strong public perception that by lack of adequate representation on the RSG, an outcome that
disadvantaged our constituents economically, has left residents throughout Mendocino County with
feelings of disenfranchisement.

-
(]
-

0o
T o

Every ridge is a coastal community. Off to either side of every ridge road are clusters of homes in
nearby proximity to each other. Little River is to the north and Point Arena is more than twice the
distance from Albion to Elk further to the south. Commercial boats from Point Arena now head north
to work and pass boats from Albion headed south.
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Detail map orientation precludes a (scale) view of roads, homes, and the rural country way of
life that goes on here. Yet many residents do read the Fort Bragg Advocate News. Word of
mouth travels fast. Problem is that in the weeks prior to the 062309 MLPAi DFG Ecotrust
Meeting (Open House) in Fort Bragg, there was no PSA, Press Release or mention of the
meeting in the Mendocino Beacon or the Advoacate News, attested to in the folloiwng audio
segment from said meeting. Disenfranchisement appears to be part of Patterns and Practices,
the unspoken doctrine, like a (Point Arena) pier review.
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The town of Point Arena is situated around the only straight away, near the bottom of the

map, north of the HWY 1 marker. On the next page, the North Central Coast IPA closures are
shown for reference purposes.
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It should be obvious, and credible (as anything put forward in the NC 'Draft' regional

Profile), that to say the southern tip of the 'Study' Region is lacking any representaion on the
NCRSG is a gross understatemnt.

Mr. Wiseman, you could change that today. Mike Carpenter and Bruce Campbell will be in
attending the first NCRSG meeting. Appointing them would be due recognition of the efforts

of the southernmost commercial docks in the 'Study' Region, and campgrounds which can
gather and organize key visitor information by user group.
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DO NOT FORGET THAT THE SOUTHERN AREA OF THE NORTH COAST 'STUDY'
REGION - is represented by Albion Harbor Complex (AHRA) and that AHRA is unique in
all the MLPA Initiative's 4 'Study' Regions to date. We are truly grassroots, receiving no
funding through regular channels associated with the MLPAI, yet we have kept up with
every workgroup/deadline and workshop, and many times led the enitre Bioregion in
outreach capabilities. AHRA continues to ezpand digital access and application of cross-
interest concerns, has travelled to Eureka/Crescent City for every BRTF and SAT meeting in
the 'Study' Region, and made every meeting of the Fort Bragg MOCA group along with
attending the Tri-County workgroup meetings.

Thank you for your time to consider these details. There is no reasoning that suggests any
other move that could be more meaningful on the part of the MLPAIi Staff Team Leader
(Director Wiseman) and the (BRTF Chairperson) Cindy Gustafson than consideration of the
names aforementioned as additional appointees to the NCRSG.

This concern of lack of representation in the NCRSG of nearshore fisheries - is echoed to the

north off coast of Humboldt in MIKE ZAMBONI's letter of concern as follows:
Omissions on the North Coast Regional Stakeholder group.
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Not a single Nearshore commercial fisherman was appointed to the RSG. Nearshore permit
holders arguably stand to lose more than any other user group. Our fishing grounds are on
the hard-bottom areas that MLPA targets and we stand the most to lose in terms of life,
livelihoods and property without a single representative on the RSG. One of the criteria for
being appointed to the RSG was a knowledge of our coastal marine environment and who
would be more knowledgeable of both the habitat types and nearshore fishes that reside in
the hard-bottom areas? From Mike Zamboni Humboldt Nearshore Fisherman

The appointment of Mike Zamboni to represent the Humboldt Nearshore fisheries in the RSG
seems appropriate as well. This should not be construed in any way as to limit participation
from the southern end of the 'Study' Region, of at least three more appointees (from the
NOMINEES) in Mendocino County as proposed above.

Ecosystem Based Management, under NOAA, or any MLPA science or analysis, adaptive
management criteria, and/or monitoring regime includes social and economic impacts to the
communities that rely on marine ecosystem services and functions, and are thus an integral
part of the local ecosystem flow of services where responsible and sustainable harvests ARE
adaptive management tools and components.

//WMQ\KgD

Respectfully submitted
Tomas DiFiore
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